
Environmental Standards Scotland Enquiries 
enquiries@environmentalstandards.scot 
Thistle House, 91 Haymarket Terrace, Edinburgh, EH12 5HD 
0808 1964000 
 

Mark Roberts 
Chief Executive 
Environmental Standards Scotland 
Ìrean Àrainneachdail na h-Alba 
 

  

 

Gillian Martin MSP 
Cabinet Secretary for Climate Action and Rural 
Affairs 
The Scottish Government 
St Andrew’s House 
Regent Road 
Edinburgh 
EH1 3DG 

  

 

24 August 2026 

 
Natural Environment (Scotland) Act 2026: Commencement of provisions 
 
Dear Cabinet Secretary, 

 

ESS welcomes the recent update on the Scottish Government's plans for commencement of 

provisions within the Natural Environment (Scotland) Act 2026. In our new role as the 

Independent Review Body clarity on the planned timetable is especially important in guiding 

our planning and helping to support the effective implementation of the legislation.  

 

ESS recognises the complexity of the remaining provisions and the importance of 

appropriate development, engagement and consultation.  However, we are concerned that 

the proposed timetable will slow the implementation of the statutory biodiversity targets and 

the associated reporting framework.  This delay will reduce the effectiveness of the targets in 

supporting the achievement of the 2030 milestones in the Scottish Biodiversity Strategy. 

 






